














bene parta tueri. 





Vay Aving been very unjuftly charged with 
ay. Difaffeion to his Majeffy, and i//-qill 
Sop to fome of his Miniffers; I am re- 
Pe] folved to ufe my utmoft Endeavours to 
fh demonttrate the contrary; for as no 
Time or Circumftances fhall ever abate 
that ardent Zeal and paffionate Devotion, which I 
have always exprefs’d and exerted for the Protefant 
Swucceffion in the prefent Royal Family ; fo I will ne- 
ver with-hold that juft Tribute of Praife, which 
Thofe, who have the Honour to be employ’d in the 
Adminiftration, fhall at any Time deferve. 

Icannot therefore negleét the prefent Opportunity 
of doing tho/e Gentlemen Jultice, by endeavouring to 
remove thofe uneafy Thoughts and never-ceafing Fears, 
which the People of thefe Kingdoms have been ob- 
ferved to entertain for the Prefervation of Giprat- 
TAR ; for though I cannot, upon any Account, 
blame the Vigilance and Jealoufy of my Countrymen, 
for their undoubted Rights, Privileges and Acquifiti- 
ons; yet I hope to convince them that their Appre- 
henfions are entirely groundlefs and imaginary. 

In the prefent Scene of Affairs, the Eyes of all 
Europe, as well as of thefe Kingdoms, feem to be fix- 
ed, with different Views, on that invaluable Fortre/s ; 
and on the Iffue of thofe Hoftilities, which are now 
carrying on before it; for the Event of which the 
Heart of every honeft Briton is manifeftly alarm’d 
and agitated with a Variety of different —_— 
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But as it is generally acknowledg’d by the beft Judges, 
and has been often fublickly declared, to be utterly 
impregnable im itfelf by any outward Force; fo we 
may reft affured, from the following Confiderations, 
that it will never be tamely given up, either in an 
epen or clandeftine Manner. 

For, as it was obtained by our Arms, according to 
the ftricteft Law of Nations, in open War; and 
yielded to us by a folemn Treaty of Peace ; fo has it 
fince been confirm’d to us by many fubfequent Trea- 
ties, and all the confiderable Powers of Europe became 
Guarantees for t ; nay, Spain itlelf, by acceeding to 
the Quadruple Alliance, became a Guarantee, and 
relinquifh’d all Pretenfions to it in Virtue of any 
Promife that might have been given, which was 
previous to that Treaty ; and indeed it is the only 
valuable Benefit, that we have received for all that 
immenfe Profufion of Blood and Treafure, which has 
intailed upon us fuch an heavy Burthen of Dedts and 
Taxes. 

As to a late pretended Promife of Reftitution, which 
the King of Spain infifts on, enough has been faid, by 
a Perfon of great Weight and Authority, to convince 
the World, that it was only a minifferial Promife 5 
and therefore not ob/izatory ; but even fuppofing it 
otherwife, I cannot help thinking it more advifable 
even to break our Word, for once, with our Neigh- 
bours, (as they have frequently done with us) than to- 
give up a¥Piace of the utmoft Confequence to this 
Kingdom againft the united. Voice of the whole 
People. 

Efpecially, if it be farther confider’d, that as it is 
not probable Spain fhould give us an Equivalent ; fo 
the vigorous Defence and Prefervation of it feems to 
be the chief, if not-the only Reafon, that can make: 
the People eafy under thofe extraordinary Expences, 
which have been already, incurr’d, and will be far- 
ther incurr’d by our prefent Mifunderftanding (for I 

am 
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am not yet allowed to call it a War) with our Neigh- 
bours. 

I hope the proje&ed Jnzajfion and Attempt, in Fa- 
vour of the Pretender, is now pretty well blown 
over; and as to the Affair of Offend, tho’ the Abo- 
lition of that Charter is, no doubt, of fome Confe- 
quence to the Eaf-India Company, and perhaps to 
the Nation ; yet it cannot, upon any Account, be 
brought in Competition with a Place, upon which 
fo much depends, not only in relation to all our be- 
neficial Trade in general, but likewife on other Confi- 
derations ; for however neceflary or advantagious our 
Eaft=India Trade may be, whillt other Nations carry 
on a Traffick to thofe Parts; yet I believe it will 
not be denied, that if all the States of Ewrope would 
unanimoufly agree to leave it off by confent, it would 
be for the common Intereft of them all. 

Let that be as it will, the O/fevd Company does not 
feem to be of fo much Importanee, either to Great- 
Britain or to the Empire as to engage us in an expen- 
five War about it; and therefore I fhould not, in the 
leaft, doubt of fecing a fpeedy Accommodation of that 
Affair, provided it were the only Matter left in Dif 
pute. 

I cannot therefore but look on Gidra/tar as the 
chief Occafion of all our late Differences with our 
Neighbours ; as it is the on/y Point, about which we 
can be ¢ffentially concerned in the impending War 5 
and therefore it is ridiculous to furmife, that, after we 
have concerted fo prudent an Alliance, and employ’d 
our Fleets fo fuccefsfully in its Defence, it will ever 
be furrender’d by Treaty, or given up by Connivance ; 
for if That were intended, what occafion could there 
be for the Formality of a Siege, and for facrificing fo 
many brave Lives on both Sides to no Purpofe? Or, 
what can be more monftrous, than to imagine that, 
after we have made fuch a glorious Buftle with our 
Efcets and Armies,.and convinced our Enemies 0 
they 
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they cannot wreft it out of our Hands by Force, we 
fhould make a free Gift of fuch an ineftimable Jewel, 
and undo all the Work of above ¢wenty Years, in a 
Fit of good Humour? 

It cannot furely be expeéted that we fhould al- 
ways be the Bubbles of Europe, and grow fuch pro- 
verbial Tools in Nezotiation as conftantly to lofe in 
the Cabinet, what we gain in the Fie/d, at the ufe- 
lefs Expence of our Blood and Treafure, and conti- 
nually fuffer by Vidory and Swecefs. 

No, I thank God, Experience hath taught us more 
Wit, and Providence hath given us more Honefty ; 
fo that we have the jufteft Reafon, for the future, to 
expect that the Britif/ Arms will be employ’d only 
in the Caufe of Britain ; that we fhall fight only our 
own Duarrels ; defend our own Rights; and let our 
Enemies have the Glory of becoming the heroic 
Dupes and Quixot-Champions for the Liberties of 
Mankind. 

With what uncommon Joy, Exultation and Tri- 
umph muft it fill the Heart of every honeft Britoz, 
when he reflects on the royal Warmth, with which 
his Majefty had the Goodnefs to recommend to his 
Parliament the Support of Gibraltar ; jufly calling 
it of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and 
Commerce; when he confiders the remarkable Zeal 
and Vigour, which both Houfes exprefied in their 
Concurrence with his Majefty’s Recommendation ; 
and that extraordinary Spirit of Loyalty and Refolu- 
tion, which his dutiful Subjects have difvlay’d in 
their AppRESsEs, upon this Occafion, from all 
Parts of the Kingdom ; not only profefling their chear- 
ful Acquiefcence under thofe Burthens, which they 
feel at prefent, but their Willimgnefs to fubmit to 
much greater; and /ome even to give up a//, and fa- 
crifice their Lives and Fortunes, in the ftriéteft Senfe, 
to the Welfare of their Country, and the Confufion 
of his Majefty’s Enemies ? 

There 
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There never was a more hearty and general Unani- 
mity between any Prince and both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment; or between the united States of the Legiflature, 
and the united Voice of the whole People, than what 
has difcover’d itfelf on the prefent Occafion. 

To This let us add the * Steadine/s and Fidelity of 
the prefent Minifirys who are fo far from being fufpec- 
ted of holding any criminal Correfpondence with our 
Enemies, that, on the contrary, too much Zeal has 
been objected againft them by fome modern Ma/ig- 
nants, who have malicioufly infinuated that they have 
brought a dangerous War upon us by ufing waneceffary 
Precautions ; and providing, in too hoftile a Manner, 
againft Attempts, which, it is faid, were never intend- 


As we may therefore depend on the Integrity of the 
prefent Adminiftration ; {o if any future Miniffers 
fhould, either for Gain, or to keep off a War (which 
they fhall foolifhly draw upon them(elves, and not have 
the Skill to manage) be inclined to make their Peace 
with a Restitution of this impregnable Bulwark, we 
may comfort ourfelves with this Refieétion, that they 
will not have the Rafhnefs to do it, nor dare to give 
up a Place, which is fo deeply rivetted in the Af- 
fections and Efteem of the whole Nation. 

Whatever Promifes therefore fome former Minifters 
may have cither made or advifed, concerning the Re- 
fritution of this Place, we may be affured that Tho, 
at prefent in Power, will not think themfelves obliged 
to fulfil them ; much lefs to make or advife any other ; 
‘for they will, no doubt, have more Regard to the 
Welfare of their Country, as well as to their on In- 
tereft (which are egya//y concerned) than to encourage 
or even liften to any Propofals of that Nature. 

But, farther ; as the Concurrence of his Majeity, 
both Houfes of Parliament, the Miniftry, and the 





* Vide the Addre/s from Lynn Regis. 
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whole Kingdom in their Opinion of its Value, will 
fecure it againft Corruption at Home; fo the natural 
Strength of the Place, the Bravery of our ‘Troops, 
and the Affiftance of our powerful AtLies, will be 
fuflicient to defend it Abroad ; for though, perhaps, it 
may be the natural Intereft even of our Fricnds to wifh 
that Fortrefs in any other Hands; yet I will never 
believe but that it is their political Interef# to maintain 
it in its prefent Poffeflion; and notwithftanding the 
Suggeltions of evil-minded Men, nothing fhall induce 
me to entertain the leaft Diftruit of their Fidelity ; 
efpecially if it be true that a great and extraordinary 
Minifer did make himfelf anfwerable for the French 
Faith ina P/ace, where he could not be underftood to 
trifle or prevaricate. 

In This only will their Fidelity appear; for as we 
are fenfibly concerned on/y about the Prefervation of 
this Place ; fo they can have no Opportunity of de- 
monftrating their religious Obfervation of Treaties fo 
much, as by contributing their utmoft and immediate’ 
Affiftance towards raifing the Siege and defeating the 
Attempts of our Enemies. 

I have, in this Paper, purpofely declined to enter 
into the Particulars of the Zmportance of Gibraltar, 
deligning them for another Paper or two, which fhall 
be publithed very fpeedily, in order to animate the 
Zeal of my Countrymen in its Defence, and confirm 
them in that high Opinion of its Value, which they 
have fo juftly conceived. 

In the mean time I may, I hope, take the Liberty 
to apply the memorable Sentence of Sir Ricnarp 
Sreeve, concerning the Demofition of Dunkirk, to the 
prefent Occafion + fince the Britith Nation could ph 

mere jufily expect the Demolition of thit Place, thax 
now dies the vigorons Defence and Prefervation oC. I- 
BRALTAR, D. 
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